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I believe, [1°d like to suggest a few things. 1 am concerned
from the standpoint of the body as it begins the cooperative
walk with another branch of government where we have a new
Governor, and he, in his enthusiasm and leadership and
creativity, offered us a proposal which has been privately and
publicly discussed, which cannot seem to come to this floor and
be discussed, and all 1 do is respectfully implore those who can
effect It to give us a chance for the discussion. The Governor

is elected by all the people, those who vote for him. In
accordance with the process it"s majority rule and it's
statewide. I believe some of the most interesting and

worthwhile things I"ve ever participated in this body have been
long, extended debates on difficult subjects, even running into
the evening. And we"ve got half a session left, and we can take

the time to treat a new Governor®s new idea respectfully. We
can accommodate the discussion, the debate and the result.
Doesn*t mean we have to adopt it. 1"d implore someone to be

creative, find a way to bring it out with a sunset in two weeks.
But let the people of the state not perceive that we were not
willing to talk about something that their new Governor and our
new Governor suggested. | experience the same frustration, and
rather than having a whole bunch of little (gossipy

conversations, I think sometimes we should discuss these things
right here and now in the full light of day. It"s difficult
sometimes, I understand, for those of you not from Omaha, to

deal with us. We at times can appear to be and be perceived as
some sort of a self-sufficient, affluent maybe, city-state, able

to go our own way- If we didn"t engage in so many civil and
gorilla wars among ourselves, you might even have to pay more
attention to us. But 1 have...if you don"t..__if you love to

hate Omaha, and if you don"t...and I know you don"t, I™m
engaging a little oratorical flourish here. But if you love to
hate Omaha, and if you like to think about the people on 413,
and you love to hate "em, even though you beat “em, that war is
over, you won, my neighbors and my constituents care about an
arena. And if they don"t care about an arena, they care about a
convention center. You know and somewhere short of just an
absolute stonewall, that might be something that we"d Ilike to
discuss and debate. I know there are other locals that have
talked about their need, not for an arena, but for a convention
center. So all I"m saying 1is that here we are and we"re
accommodating, we"re going to accommodate our schools. Good.-
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